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Showing our Multi-lingual Sign to the World
Last month, DownsSteam hosted the official
opening of our new multilingual welcome and
direction sign to assist Chinese tourists with
navigating our site.
As luck would have it the Wuqiao Acrobatic Troupe
were visiting the city that week and became the first
official Chinese visitors to utilise the sign on their
tour of DownsSteam just an hour before Qld
Tourism Industry Council CEO Daniel Gerschwind
officially unveiled it to the world.
After the ceremony, guests enjoyed some of the
Darling Downs finest food and wine served in the
dining car.
Many thanks to those firms who kindly donated
food including Westridge Meats, Ballandean
Estate Wines, Tuana Park Bore Goats and
Bonjour Boulangerie. Thanks also to Neal Maker
for “saving” the sign for it to be repurposed.

DownsSteam Controls the Weather
There’s no doubt DownsSteam volunteers have
achieved more than a few miracles at our Drayton
headquarters in the past twelve years. But now, we
have the power to control the weather !
Neil Cooper and his team of volunteers have been
working right through March in both the blazing sun
and the pouring rain - to extend the existing roof all
the way to the end of the platform.
With the project now complete, visitors are now
able to explore DownsSteam’s entire northern
section, including the Dreamtime Coach, protected
from the weather. The project has also significantly
expanded our outdoor dining area and boosted the
size of functions we can cater for.
We already have a booking next month for 150
people, which will be the largest single group our
catering team have ever been able to serve.
Last week kitchen staff successfully catered for the
Austin Car Club which sent thirty of its members to
us for dinner each night over three nights during its
visit to Toowoomba.

Welcome to Bandstand !
Preliminary work has begun on the creation of a bandstand / deck extending from the southern end of
the station building.
The area will serve as a “stage” for musicians performing for functions on the platform, while in the
future, it may also serve as an additional platform for some trains when we begin running tourist
services.
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DownsSteam to help celebrate 150
Years of Rail in Toowoomba
When the Ipswich to Toowoomba rail line
was officially opened on the 30th of April
1867, it changed the face of Queensland
forever.
Aside from being the new colony’s first major
infrastructure project, the line ensured
Queensland’s economic survival and
ultimate prosperity by creating a fast and
cost effective means of moving agricultural
products from the rich Darling Downs to the
port of Ipswich.
Before long, the line brought about the
expansion of Toowoomba’s population and
economy and paved the way for it to become Australia’s second largest inland city.
To mark the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Ipswich to Toowoomba line the local community, with the
support of Toowoomba Regional Council and Queensland Rail, is hosting a “Festival of Rail” on Saturday April
29th.
For the first time in many years, two working steam trains will arrive at the Toowoomba station and the public will
be treated to a range of railway-themed tours and presentations. The Festival will conclude with a gala dinner at
the station’s historic Inbound Restaurant.
DownsSteam volunteers will be selling souvenirs, handing out information and fundraising flyers for Loco 106 and
forming a guard of honour to welcome the steam train from Brisbane.
We need as many volunteers as possible on the day to help out with activities so please contact the office if
you’re able to be there and dress for the event in your blue DownsSteam uniforms with name tags.

Guiding the Tour Guides
On Saturday, April 22nd, Robert Ketton will be
holding a tour guide course from 9:30 till 11:30.
Please let the office know if you’d like to attend and
come along in your DownsSteam blue dress shirts
and name tags.
Mothers Day
DownsSteam will be holding its usual Mother’s
Day Breakfast on Sunday, May 14. This year, we’ll
only be holding a single sitting at 9am. Breakfast
will be $25 a head and there’ll be live music on
the platform. Spread the word and keep the date
in your diary to either come along with your family
or lend a hand to help the day run smoothly.

Rolling Stock
In recent weeks, volunteers have cleaned out both
the Mallee and the baggage wagons as the first
step towards preparing these two bits of historic
rolling stock for other duties.
The baggage wagon will eventually be converted to
a power wagon ready for the start of weekend trips
with the sleeper cars.
The Mallee wagon will be fitted out and converted
into much-needed office space.
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Project 106 Update (Andrew Caldwell)

I have been overhauling a large amount of
components at home in Darwin, manufacturing a
number of new items from scratch using billet, old
drawings and the existing measurements from 106.

At present, our driving and leading bogie wheels are
having their journals dressed courtesy of Condamine
Drilling.
This is a critical step towards returning 106 to its
wheels as a high quality journal surface is crucial to the
locomotive’s smooth and cool running when it’s finally
back on the main line.

So far, this restoration project has cost $48,500!
While a lot of the work so far isn’t necessarily
obvious, a huge amount of smaller items have
been overhauled and built from scratch.

Chassis line has also given us a great quote on the
production of a brand new ash pan. This is another
thing that will need to be in place before the
locomotive can be dropped back on its wheels as there
are a number of linkages that need to be routed around
and over the axles as well as back to the drag box.
Please see the last page of this newsletter for more
details!
The drivers’ cab has received a fresh coat of paint and
looks stunning. I must offer a big thank you to all those
involved in the process from the sand blasting to the
final coats.
Over the next few months we will focus our attention
on a few key areas: the boring and honing of the
cylinders, riveting and completing the drag box
replacement section as well as the trammelling of the
locomotive.

The Final Push for the Gatsby Flyer
(Andrew Caldwell)
The Gatsby Flyer is in the final straight in its restoration,
with all major components of DP13 now overhauled and
returned to DownsSteam.
Thanks to the dramatic increase of work/tool hours that
have gone into the railmotor recently, we can now
confidently boast the restoration work will be finished
this year.
The dedicated team of volunteers have focussed on the
mechanical and electrical system over the past few
months, making rapid progress on the air-conditioning,
fuel systems, electrical systems and coolant systems.
The Gardner Diesel is now being finely tuned to ensure a smooth and reliable operation.
The trailing bogies wheel sets have been freshly returned from profile-turning courtesy of Condamine Drilling.
During a few major work weeks coming up, we will finish testing, evaluating and complete the initial
certification of the power bogie and then drop the Gatsby Flyer onto its bogies, culminating in this proud of
rail motor moving under its own power once again!
However, there are still plenty of jobs to be done for volunteers of all skill levels. So we would appreciate any
assistance you can offer to help us get the Gatsby flyer ‘jazzing’ down the rails!
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1172 Update
(Tom Redwood)
After bringing the level of the
new 1172 battery pack up to
the required voltages, we took
the opportunity to do a test start
and I was somewhat startled. It
was the quickest turnover of
the diesel engine I have
experienced. (As they say in
the long term the proof of the
pudding will be in the eating).
I would like to make special
mention of Brian Playne and
Peter Hatch; Brian for
reworking and remodelling the
battery charger to operate correctly at the required
voltage and also for reworking 1172 auxiliary
generator battery charge regulator so the required 70
volts can be achieved; and the two of them for
configuring and installing the new battery pack from 8
battery to 5, assisted by a number of willing helpers.
The new pack using 5X6 cell (12 volt 1425 cca)
means the locomotive auxiliary batteries (not traction)
run at approximately 69 to 70 volts, compared to the
original battery pack of 74 to 75 volts.
Operating at this slightly lower voltage will have no
effect on the locomotive’s running.
So far, I haven’t seen a similar modification using five
large off-the-shelf heavy duty batteries on a 75-volt
locomotive. Also, compared to approximately $13,000
for the original battery pack, the cost of $2500 is quite
a saving.
However we must consider that the batteries installed
don’t have the storage capacity of the original
batteries, so we will develop a starting protocol to
ensure the longevity of the installation.
Brian has also constructed a DC to DC converter
using models imported from US. This drops 70 volts to
28 volts to allow for the use off-the-shelf LED lighting
etc. The converter and battery charger have been
installed in the 19-inch rack that looks very
professional on top of the main control cabinet. With
the converter in place we can now finish installing the
lights which will bring the locomotive as close to
completion as we can take it.
I would like us to run the 1172 in the yard for training
sessions every chance we have so if there are any
more unforeseen problems, they will have the
opportunity to show themselves.
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A new range of souvenirs are now available including
art work from the Dreamtime Carriage.

Member Profile: Ian Muller
1/. Growing up, I thought I would be?
“Working in agriculture”.
2/. My first job was?
“An apprentice motor
mechanic at Elverys Pty
Ltd located in Ruthven
Street Toowoomba. At that
time it was owned by the
Southern Cross
organisation and was a
Ford sub dealer.”
3/. My most treasured
possession is?
“My tool kit built up
during my time working in
the industry.”
4/. The words that best describe me are?
“Others say I am dependable, reliable. I say I am
patient, responsible, keen to learn new things.”
5/. I relax by?
“Tinkering in the garage, gardening, having an
interest in growing roses.”
6/. The thing with trains is?
“Historical significance in opening up many counties
and providing transport and freight movements for the
people.”
7/. The question I’m most often asked is?
“When will the rail motor be running.”
8/. The meaning of life is?
“Be a humble caring servant to all.”
9/. If money were no object, one of the great train
journeys of the world I'd most love to take would
be.?
“A train journey across Canada with extended
overnight stays at many of the towns along the route.”

